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It is important to d.iscuss the Centre-State relations to analyse the

harmop.ious relationship between Centre ancl States during the working of

Constitution in last seventy years. However during last few weeks some

developments took place like enactment of Citizen Amendment Act, and the

Government's *o.r" for National Population Register and related matters,

which created a rift between Centie and some States. Similarly during

present Corona crisis, some States ruled by political parties different from the

political party ruling the Centre raised 
- 
allegation that they are being

discriminated in gettiig aid. and assistance from the Central Government' A11

these issues mude thislopic more important and needed urgent discussion'

India adopted a Federal Constitution-where the powers have been divided

into the Centre Government and the State Governments, both units are

entitled to perform their functions within their assigned area and cannot go

out of it or encroach on the area assigned to the other. However the Federal

framework of the Indian Constitution provides for a good deal of

centralization. The Union Government has a large sphere of action and plays

a more dominant role than the States. Making the Union Covernment

stronger has a backgr ound. We know when India became independent 1n

1947; there were more than 500 small and big States also which were made

independent bY British EmPire . These States were given option to merge with

or Pakistan or remain indePendent. Though the then Government at

managed to convince these States to merge with Union of India. To

threat of disintegration in future from anY State, the

decided to make. Union Government stronger and be

Ciitre-State huiian
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Federalism means the division of power between the centre and the

states. In changing political system, federalism has also changed. The newly
independent countries established federal system to maintain their diversity
and cultural identity which can be distinguished with the traditional federal

systerfi. The understanding of federal system is not universal as different
countries have different patterns of Federalism. Hence, developing countries
like India and Ethiopia defined federal svstem in different ways. For instance,

Ethiopian federalism acknowledges ethnic federalism, while India is quasi-
federal and has co-operative federalisrn, but follows basic features of the

federalism. This paper seeks to understand the concept of federalism and its

dimensions in the developing countries like India and Ethiopia with a

comparative analysis.

INTRODUCTION

The term 'federalism' has been used in a variety of contexts. Indeed the

extent of terminological and conceptual abuse has obscured its meaning. Like
the word'democracy', federalism stands to mean different things to different
people. In principle, federal concept is meant, the idea of organizatton of state

whereby a compromise is achieved between concurrent demands for union
and for territorial diversity within a society, by the establishment of a single
political system, within which, general (Central) and regional (State)

governments are assigned coordinate authority so that neither level of
is legally or politically subordinate to the other.l

thus is a method of dividing powers so that the central and
governments are within a sphere coordinate and

, federalism provides a constitutional device for

ltxt#frrx
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Neerai Nagar
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Federalism can be defined as that structure of government which divides

the obligations and potentiality between two levels of governments having

equal status. Hence iederalism is a crucial tool or system of government for

the rawful control over the affairs of the political units of the country' It

therefore acts as a see-saw kind of baranc"i b"t*"en the forces focussing in

;il;}1*iior', of power at a_central point and the forces which favour the

scatter o, fu.,o,, p,o.",, that drives away the power in the number of unit.

F{ence, one who is the national of the federal country' oI one who is the

inhabitant of the federal country has to follow the order or command of the

two governments. So, Centre and State are the two identities in which the

authorities and obligations are d.ivided. However they come in contact with

each other at variouf issues and thus arises, the inter- governmental relations

in a federal country. The same is with the Indian constitution which

describes the two sets of government namely Centre and State governrnent'

FEDERALISM IN DETAIL

function with its assigned field'

ROOT SAND HISTORY OF FEDERALISM

term 'federalism' is derived from the Latin word fondues, which

"treaty". Earlier, it had the meaning as

among various States.

Federalism tie up or holds together various self-governing' sovereign'

definite, well d"efined entities. Th"erefore, federalism chase to reunite the

unification with rectitude, togetherness with d'iversion and patriotism with

regionalism. Hence federal gor.rr1lnent is basically the power which is

concentrated as well as divided. Thus, both the centre and state government

two main roots of federalism are:

league

its Working in Present Scenatia
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Neha Garg
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INTROI}IJCTION

The power's distribution in India is an important feature of unionism'

Distributing power between the centre and the states is the main purpose of

estabHs{ring a federal state. The federal constitution has humbly done a dual

job with the federation between the centre and the states' each constitution

grantingthemthehighestauthority'respet'*-*ll"Oneisnotinferiortothe
otherinhisownfield;thepowerofoneiscoordinatedwiththecooperation
of the other."r In facl, the basic principle of the federation is that the

legislative, executive and economic powers are distributed between the

.""r',tr. ancl the state only through the Constitution'

Diceyexplain,,thedistributionofPowelsaSauniqueelementof
federalism. The Motive for which a federal state is formed' includes a

distribution of power between the Centre and the states...,,

Prof.K.C.WhereSayS/thefederalprincipleisthatthemethodof
distributing power is that the general and regional governments are each

d omain-coordinated and independent'"

Indian Constitution is based on the principle of federalism' which has

been taken from the Government of Indii Act, 1"935 and plans to double the

allocation in the Legislative Assembly'

StrategY of Legislative Powers Distributed in India

per the Article 1 of the Indian Constitutionz , India is a Union of States,

eration of States. There is a division of functions between the Centre

States in a federation' In the Indian Constitutiory Plans

distribution are divided" with reference to territory;

reference to subject matter

HUnder lndtan
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CENTRE.STATE RELATIONSHIP IB{ REFERENCE

TCI UTATER DISPUTE IN INDIA

Dr. Minaxi Tomar

Assistant Professor, IPEM I'aw AcadeffiV' Ghaziabad

COI{TEx-t'

The Federal interstate disputes over river banks are the most

controversial subie., ir', tr-rdiu., f"d"rulism' 'Ihe recent cases of the dispute

over thdwater of the Cauvery River and the Satluj Yamuna Link waterway

are some examples. Although several interstate water disputes courts have

now been established, they have their own problems'

FEDERAL WATER IT'JSTIT,UTIONS OF INDIA

Tire couditions relaLed to rvater trodies are:

o I_aw i^ the errent of a rt,ater dispute, Article 262 oi the Constitution states

that any dispute or complair:rt ielated to the use, distr:ibution' or control

of the r,vater of any interstate river may be referred to Parliatnent ior

adjudication..
o List 17 - The entries in the state List are relatecl to \'l'ater, that is' lvater

supplv, irrigation, channels, cLrainage, stancling r'trater, u'ater storage and

hydroelectric Power'
e Article 56 of tl-re Cenlr:al Progr:aln aulhtirizes the central Govenrment to

regglate and develop interstlte rivers ancl valleys as long as Parliament

.o.,{i,*,tl"rattheProgranrisintheprrblicinterest.

" Parliament can, by law', resolrie anY dispute regarding the water supply

or anli other: interstate watei: issr're'

Parliament can decicle that the Supreme Court or an'v

juriscliction over an)r ofhs' dispute'

ancl Beas Prob lem in Punjab, HarYana and Rajas

other court cannot
a

lem 1n Madhya Prndesh, Cujarat, Maharashtra

E
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The breakd.own of the national consensus on a parliamentary majority in

Ind.ia, a phenomenon which is characteristic of the function of parliamentary

gorrur.,rirents in the developing countries has led to a dangerous trend to

Identify the federal division oi Powers with sub-national pluralism' In an

attempt to seek legitimacy for the coalition governments, which largely

a"p".,a upon the strlport oi several regional parties, a phenomenon specified

to the Indian political system, many oi the political parties, which claimed to

have demolished one-iarty dominance have called for the identification of

the federal divisio., of Powers with sub-national identities representing the

pluralist content of the Indian society'

The Constitution of India is federal in form but is more unitarY

character. Strengthening the federal sYstem is necess ary for preserving the

unity of India and meeting the aspirations of the people who are governed

through State Governments. Therefore, Centre-State relations, i.e. the

arrangements between the Union Government and the States with regard to

their powers, functions and resP onsibilities have always been a crucial issue'

The basic structure remains to be one rvhe re legidative, administrative and

financial powers are disproportionatelY concentrated in the Union

Government with the states having a largc number of responsibilities without

sufficient autonomY (Bagchi 2000). Along with significant socio-economic

and political changes occumlng in the post-indePend ence period, Centre-

tions have also undergone some changes. The period since 7997,

tnessed a Paradigm shift in the economic strategY from

ttoa market-oriented one has

for the federal set-uP'

also thrown uP new
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IhITRONUCTION

Given the way the country's economic centre is moving towards the

states, it cannot bL denied that India's economic development is currently

depend€nt on cooperative fed.eralism. It is important to note that the federal

character of the Indian Constitution is one of its major features, although the

word ,Federation' is not used anywhere in the Indian Constitution' Rather'

India is referred to in the Indian constitution as the'union of states'' Indeed'

many experts believe that India is a semi-federal country, that is' it is a

fedeial siate that also has some characteristics of a unitary government'

WHAT IS FEDERALISM?

It is known that the word federalism originated from the Latin word
,Foed.us,whichmeansatypeofagreementoragreement.

In fact, the federation is an agreement between two types of governments

to share power and control their respective regions.

It can be said on this basis that federalism is a form of government in

which at least two revels of government exist within the country - first at the

central level and second at the loca1 or state level.'

In India,s situation federalism can be defined as the distribution of rights

between local, central and state governments'

Cooperative versus Competitive Federalism

concept of federalism is divided into two parts on

p between the central and state government (

ir
\)
'i

(2) competitive federalism.

ba

ncipal

VC

rl

I

l


